HOW TO APPLY

Our core office staff, consisting of Dock, Rob, Katherine, and Kyndra, welcomes the opportunity to answer any questions, discuss each Adventure in more detail, and help you choose the best summer experience for you. After selecting the appropriate Adventure, submit the application, a short essay, and provide us with two references (phone calls, emails or letters to our office) from two non-related adults who know you well, at least one affiliated with your school, and a $700 deposit. We may also arrange a brief phone interview to get to know you better and make sure your goals and our program are a good match. 

As a smaller, more personal company, we limit our enrollment, so please send in your application early. Some Adventures fill as early as December, although there may be spaces available on a few trips as late as May. Adventure Treks is a selective program. All applicants will be given careful consideration and are accepted on a first-come, first-served basis.  Space can be held for five business days if the reservation is made by phone or e-mail but must be confirmed by receipt of both application and deposit; otherwise, the reservation will be released. 

In accordance with Federal law and US Department of Agriculture policy, Adventure Treks does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, or religion. We do reserve the right to refuse acceptance of any student. We are selective in admissions because the close community we strive to foster and the quality experience we seek to provide to each student can be compromised by a single student. Our areas of expertise do not extend to handling behavioral, motivational, or rehabilitation issues. You will be notified of an acceptance decision within three weeks of receipt of a completed application and accompanying forms. If your application is not accepted, your deposit will be refunded in full.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS

PAYMENT: The $700 deposit is applied to the full cost of the program. The balance must be paid on or before April 2, 2007. Applications received after April 1 will be accepted (space available) but should be accompanied by full payment. We gladly accept personal checks. Payment plans can be arranged on an individual basis. 

SCHOLARSHIP FUND: Adventure Treks accepts donations to the scholarship fund, which provides financial aid for qualified applicants. If you wish to contribute, you may donate any early enrollment discounts or send a check payable to Adventure Treks Scholarship Fund.

REFUND POLICY: All deposits are refundable prior to April 2, less a $200 processing fee, for cancellation for any reason. For cancellations after April 2, tuition is non-refundable unless we are able to fill the vacated space. If cancellation is received early enough to fill the vacated space, a full refund (less the $200 processing fee) will be made. We recommend you purchase cancellation insurance for your protection. If a participant withdraws voluntarily or is sent home as a consequence of unacceptable behavior, no refund of any type will be granted. It is the parents’ responsibility to cover any additional travel expenses. 

RULES: Adventure Treks maintains very high standards because we act as temporary guardians for your child. We cannot and will not tolerate use of illegal drugs, alcohol, or tobacco products during any Adventure. Illegal acts, stealing or any behavior that is detrimental to the welfare, safety, or success of the group is not acceptable. Behavior which negatively affects other students’ rights to enjoy the Adventure or any type of sexual harassment will not be tolerated. Tents/hotel rooms are never co-ed. In the unfortunate instance that a rule violation should occur, immediate dismissal will most likely result. The offending participant will be flown home immediately at his/her parents’ expense and no refund of any type will be granted. Each student will sign a contract prior to their Adventure stating that they agree to abide by A.T. policies and rules for the duration of the trip.

MEDICAL FORM/LIABILITY RELEASE: A completed and signed Medical Form and a signed Parent/Student Agreement must be submitted for review prior to official acceptance. The Medical Form does not require a doctor’s signature. Parents will be required to sign a legal liability waiver from Adventure Treks, Inc., as well as waivers from participating outfitters prior to their child’s participation. 

MEDICAL TREATMENT: Trained Adventure Treks instructors have the right to administer first aid to participants, to engage the services of a physician or dentist, or to hospitalize a participant if deemed necessary. Costs will be the responsibility of parents and/or their insurance company.

ALTERATIONS TO ITINERARY: Severe weather, high or low rivers, high snowpack, unpredictable natural disasters and acts of god, vehicle breakdowns, road closures, volcanic activity, forest fires, illness, any potential threat to safety; even a brilliant idea from an instructor or student, may necessitate itinerary changes. In the event of a schedule change, comparable activities will be substituted, and you will be notified of significant changes.

COMMUNICATION: This is a wilderness trip. Your child may be three to seven days away from a phone. The wilderness nature of this trip makes it impossible for us to give you specific updates on your child while they are on their Adventure. Remember, no news is good news. Many of the areas we travel are not serviced by cellular or wireless phone service. Please be aware of this prior to enrollment.

ADVENTURE TREKS EXPECTATIONS: It is the student’s responsibility to bring a willingness to participate fully and a desire to try new things. While we fully understand that some trepidation, especially for new or younger students, is quite normal, we expect from each student a positive and unselfish attitude, and a desire to be part of a close community of friends.  Students have a responsibility to be physically prepared by getting in shape before their Adventure, not during it. We reserve the right to send a student home who cannot meet the physical requirements of the trip.

WILDERNESS ETHICS: Adventure Treks is wholly committed to the protection and preservation of the natural environment. We use the most current minimum impact camping techniques and subscribe to the practices of Leave No Trace.

